
Minutes of the South Hinksey Parish Council

at South HinkseY Village Hall

Monday 14m November 2016

Present:

Other attendees:

Time commenced:7.30pm

1. Election of Chairman and Vice'Chairman for 2016'17

There were no nominations.

MF was elected as chairman for this meeting.

2. Apologies

Cllr Debby Hallett (VoWHDC)'

3. Declarations of interest

None.

4. Public questions, comments or representations

None.

5. Minutes of October 2016 meeting

The Council resolved to agree the minutes of the October 2016 meeting' MF signed them'

6. Matters arising

VoWHDC Autumn Town and parish Forum. LLF and MR attended. LLF gave a brief report.

General Eliott. The Clerk reported a parishioner had written to him to say that an offer had been made and

accepted on the General Eliott pub. win saio she believes an offer has been made with a view to re-opening the

pub.

Housing development north of Abingdon. The clerk apologised for the fact that he had failed to include

housing development north of Abingdon on the agenda for thii meeting despite the council having said at the last

meetini that it should be a standing item on futur6 agendas. Action: clerk to include housing development

north of Abingdon on future agendas.

ES said she leads toi ner group6n housing development north of Abingdon. sh_e said one proposed site included

S00 homes, a residential cire hom. and a"sheltered housing complex. The traffic implications were considerable,

including for Hinksey Hill and the A34.

Standing orders. The Clerk reported that he had found that he will not be able to access the model Standing

Orders (or Financial Regulations) published by the NationalAssociation of Local Councils until the Council has

paid its
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Transparency code for smaller authorities. The Clerk said he had not yet applied to the Oxfordshire

Association of Local Councils for a grant for the purchase of a computer but would do so once the Council had

paid its OALC subscription lor 2016-17 so he could benefit from OALC's advice.

Chilswell Copse. CC had contacted a firm of solicitors and was waiting to hear from them,

7. Finance - payments and receipts

Payments

Reason Power to act

lnformation Commissioner

BGG Garden and Tree Care

OALC

The Council resolved to approve the payments.

Receipts

Reason

Data controller registration 20161 17

September and October grass cutting

Annual subscription 2016-17

Grass cutting grant 2016

VAT refund - March 2015

Wayleaves

Oxfordshire County Council

HMRC

SSE Services plc

t35.00
f896.08
f66,54

Amount

t497.53
t803.02

821.01

s226LGA1972
s96 HA 1980

s143 LGA 1972

8. Recent planning changes in the Vale of White Horse

VoWHDC's Emily Hamerton addressed the Council. She explained that VoWHDC's constitution has changed

which has altered the types of applications that were previously automatically referred to Planning Committee. ln

summary, the changes are:

o All major applications - in other words 10 or more new houses, commercial space over 1,000 square metres

or anysite one hectare or more in size - would be referred to the Planning Committee where the view of the

Parish Council is contrary to the officer's recommendation and cannot be resolved by condition or negotiation

o Applications for less than 10 new houses or commercial space of less than 1,000 square mekes or sites less

than one hectare, householder extensions, advertising, change of use could be called in by the ward

councillor or Chairman of the Planning Committee or Head of Planning (delegated to Emily Hamerton).

She explained the handling of different categories of applications such as Minor, which covers from one to 10

houses, and Othel which includes extensions and is the most common type of application in the parish of South

Hinksey,

She also explained changes to Community lnfrastructure Levy. The Community lnfrastructure Levy (ClL) is a levy

that local authorities can choose to charge on new development in their area, The money raised can be used to

fund a wide range of infrastructure to support growth. This could be described as a shared pot to cover costs

imposed on all councils affected by a new development. She said VoWHDC has yet to confirm what

developments will be liable for Community lnfrastructure Levy. The levy could, for example, be applied to large

extensions. A decision and adoption of this is expected in Spring 2017.

Other matters about which she spoke were: VoWHDC's pilot of a system of Parish Champions; and the

lnspector's imminent letter on VoWHDC's Local Plan.
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9. County Councillor's report

BJ gave a very brief report covering four matters: he updated the Council regarding the possible siting of a lorry

park beside the A34 at Lodge Hill - this appears to be a less immediate threat; the Government's plans for a

possible new Oxford to Cambridge expressway road; OxonCC's forthcoming submission to the Government

making the case for a County-wide unitary authority; and the possible delay to electrification of the railway

between Didcot and Oxford,

10. Planning applications

Southcombe Barn, Southcombe Farm: Extension to existing barn to form a farm office and staff facilities

on the footprint of the previously demolished office [PI6ru2398/AG] The Clerk had informed VoWHDC that

the Counffihad no strong views on this proposal. VoWHDC had decided a formal application for planning

permissior&a$ not required,

Madhuban Hinksey Hill: Proposed two-storey extension and erection of detached double garage. Raise

eaves of ridge height of extension from that previously approved [P16ru2763/HH] [Deadline 24th November

20161 LLF took away the Council's copy of the plans to show to the neighbours of the proposed development, be-

fore bringing any relevant comments back to the Council.

11. Correspondence

Local government reorganisation. The Clerk had received a letter signed by the leaders of the five, secondtier

councils in Oxfordshire, ES reported that her group on VoWHDC had put forward a motion at the full Council

meeting on 12t October which had been passed unanimously urging the leaders of all six councils to return to the

table and achieve a workable consensus on a way forward.

Village phone box. The Clerk had circulated a communication from VoWHDC regarding a proposalfrom British

Telecom to remove the phone box in Manor Road, The Council was inclined to support the removal of the phone

box but first wanted to establish whether any residents objected. Action: Clerk to ask via Shinfo whether any

residents would object if the Council supported the removal of the phone box.

Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks. The Clerk had circulated a message from Scottish and Southern

Electricity Services regarding the Priority Service Register. LLF asked the Clerk to obtain copies of the SSE leaflet

that she could take to people for whom she considered it might be relevant. Action: Clerk to contact SSE.

12. District Councillors' report

DH and ES had kindly circulated a written report.

Contamination of green recycling bins. ES reported that as shadow spokesperson on waste'she has been

addressing concerns about communication of VoWHDC's new approach to potential contamination of green

recycling bins with disposable nappies, food waste and other material. MC and JC both said there had been no

warnings of the new policy to residents of Hinksey Hill. LLF proposed that Linda Slater be asked to publicise the

new policy in Shinfo. Action: Clerk to ask for the new policy to be publicised via Shinfo.

ES asked whether the District Councillors' Report could be moved up the agenda to follow the County Councillor's

Report. Action: Clerk to change the order of the agenda and, if necessary, to bring fonrard an amendment

to the Council's Standing Orders.
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13. Community Governance Review

VoWHDC's Steven Corrigan had contacted the Clerk to advise him that the Council's request for the parish to be

divided into two wards each with three councillors would be considered by the Community Governance and

Electoral lssues Committee at its meeting on Monday 't7 October at 6.30pm.

MR had attended on the Council's behalf and reported that the Committee had agreed to take forward the

Council's request but that the earliest date for a final decision, following consultation, would be July 2017.

14. Vacancy

The Clerk had produced and members had published on the noticeboards a Notice of Vacancy, following Sarah

Balaam's resignation at the last meeting. VoWHDC had confirmed there had been no request for an election so

the Council is now free to co-opt someone to fill the vacancy.

The Clerk reported he had received four expressions of interest but one of these was from a resident who was

aware that as neither an EU nor Commonwealth citizen they would probably not be eligible to become a parish

councillor.
The Council resolved to discuss the three applicants at the end of the meeting after the public had left. lt was

then agreed that all three could have been excellent Councillors. However, there was only one vacancy, and in the

end the Council resolved to invite Michael Gochrane to join the Council. Action: MF to contact each of the
applicants to inform them of the Council's decision

15. Finance

External audit. The Clerk had circulated the external auditor's report which had criticised the Council for not

undertaking and minuting a review of its Risk Assessment during 2015-16 and for not ensuring the inspection

period for the exercise of electors' rights did not include all 10 of the first 10 working days of July. The Council

resolved to ensure neither of these things would occur again,

2017-18 budget. The Clerk had circulated a paper about preparing the 2017-18 budget which included a bank

reconciliation to the end of October 2016 and a revised 2016-17 budget, MF and MR volunteered to form a sub-

committee to carry out the steps required to draft a new budget, meeting the requirements of the Council's rules

and the auditors'recent recommendations, Action: Clerk to circulate a Doodle pollto find a mutually

convenient date and time.

Bank mandate. The Clerk proposed that a new Bank Mandate be completed now that only two signatories

remained but the Council resolved to defer this until the next meeting.

16. Heavy Goods Vehicles in South Hinksey village

The Clerk reported that he had received a brief reply from the Master of St Catherine's College.

The Clerk had composed one letter to Highways England covering both the sign on the A34 and the issue

regarding the lay-by.

No one was aware of any further incidents since the last meeting.

17. Community safety

MR said she was unaware of any further developments.

It was agreed this did not need to be a standing item on future agendas.

18. Campaigns

Footbridge over the railway. MR said there was nothing definite to report.
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Flood barrier. MR reported that the work is almost complete. Nicola Blackwood MP and Matthew Barber, Leader

of VoWHDC, had attended a demonstration of the village's new flood defences on 4tt' November, which had been

reported by the Oxford Mail.

19. Burialground

The Clerk reported that both he and MR had received a complaint about the untidiness of the area between the

fence and the first row of headstones. The Clerk said he had taken this up with the contractor and has been told it

has now been tidied uP.

ir,. cr.1, reported he had received an enquiry from an undertaker whether the Council would allow another

headstone made from , ivp. of granite catteo btue pearl and, after consulting councillors, had said the Council

would have no objection,

The Clerk had circulated details of an application to purchase cremation plots from a non-resident of the parish'

The enquirer has made clear the plots are not for immediate use. The Council resolved not to consider sale of

pioS extept when intended for immediate use. Action: Clerk to reply to the enquiry-

The Clerk reported that the Council's maintenance contractors had iemoved the 28 piles of grass left following the

scything and raking in the wildflower meadow.

Action carried forward from the last meeting: Clerk to contact the owner of plot 86 and invite them to level

the grave.

Hedge. The clerk had received a written undertaking from the council's maintenance contractors to replace the

hedge of native species they had completely cut doiln that had been planted in February with the help of a grant

from the Trust for oxfordshire's Environmeri. tr,. contractors had said this would be done by 20tt' November as

they said it is the right time of year to plant a hedge and that March 2017 will be the best time for carrying out the

re-seeding.

Draft regulations. cc, MF, MR and the Clerk had met again on 31st october to go through MF's latest draft

regulations.

CC had contacted oxford City Council and reported that it had the only fully qualified cemetery officers in the

county and managed a numb'er of burial grounds for other councils. Trevor Jackson, Oxford City Council's

cemeteries Manager, had said it could assist the council in three possible ways: digging grave-s when-required;

maintaining the buriaigiorno; giving advice, when requested. The council resolved to pursue oxford city.

council,s offer of assistance. Action: Glerk to arrange a meeting at the burial ground with Trevor Jackson'

Austrian scythe. The Clerk explained that he had on reflection found himself unable to write to Peter Rawcliffe

inviting him to apply for a grant as an individual because he had realised that the Council's Grants Policy does not

permit grants to indiviJuall, only organisations, and there were legal requirements regarding community benefit

which would make it hard for the Council to jusiify to auditors giving an individual a grant to buy something that

would become their private property'

ihe council agreed ihere *ere uarious ways in which Peter Rawcliffe could apply for a grant to purchase an

Austrian scyth-e on behalf of an organisation. Action: Clerk to write to Peter Rawcliffe'

20. Path across churchyard and burial ground

The Clerk said he had not heard from Father James wilkinson whether he had yet obtained a faculty from the

diocese and had not therefore been able to appty to voWHDC's Capital community Grants Scheme before the

closing date for 2016-17 which was 4th November'

The Clerk informed the Councit that the provisional arrangements for 2017-18 were for Round 1 to open on 1st

Afril 2017 and to ctose at 4pm on 15tn liay 2017 withdecisions to be made by 24n July 2017 '

Action: clerk to work with st Laurence's to apply for a grant in 2017'18
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21, Trallic issues

Surveys. Sarah Balaam had sent messages that afternoon to the Clerk and to MF about the results of the

surveyi on reduced speed limits but neither had been able to access the data before the meeting. LLF had

brought three paper responses which would need to be added to Survey Monkey. Action: Clerk to input the

three paper responses.

50mph limit on A34. The Clerk said he had gone through past correspondence to see what pledges had been

made to the Council in the past about introducing a 50mph speed limit if there were fatal accidents and had not

found any. Members explained it was not a case of pledges as such but rather that the Council had understood

the caseior a 50mph limit would be stronger if evidence had built up of danger to life. Action carried forward

from the last meeting: Clerk to write to the Secretary of State asking for a 50mph restriction to be

extended to the south of the Hinksey Hill interchange on both carriageways of the A34.

The Clerk had composed one letter to Highways England covering the issues regarding the lay-by and the sign on

the A34,

22. Maintenance issues

Ditch along John Piers Lane. The Clerk had written to the Chief Executive of Oxford City Council asking-the City

Council as landowner to clear the ditch. An Oxford City Council officer had met MR and the Clerk on 12tt October

to inspect the ditch. MR said that, as far as she was aware, no action had been taken, Action: Clerk to chase

Oxford City Council.

Befty Lane stile. LLF had obtained and circulated three quotes for a metal kissing gate. Long after the

.onsrltation with Betty Lane residents had closed, she had received a fourth message from a family arguing the

importance of access by bike onto the pavement next to the slip-road.

Afier discussion, the Council resolved to proceed with the plan to erect a metal Woodstock pedestrian kissing

gate and accepted LLF's recommendation in favour of the quotation for t569.98 although it was almost f 10 more

6xpensive tnan tne cheapest quotation because the contractor had shown greater understanding of the task.

Stile. The Clerk reported that he needed clarification regarding the location of the stile in need of repair before he

could contact Nick Frearson, the farmer.

LLF was concerned about vegetation obstructing pavements around Hinksey Hill. Action: Clerk to ask Linda

Slater to circulate a message via Shinfo asking residents to take care that pavements outside their

houses are not obstructed.

23. Transport issues

Transport representatives. The Clerk had received and circulated the minutes of the most recent meeting of

pa6slr Transport Representatives, together with a list of those taking part and those sending their apologies. lt

was agreed inat it would not b0 useful for anyone to attend future meetings of Parish Transport Representatives.

24. Dates of meetings lor 2017

The Clerk had circulated a paper drawing attentlon to the fact that the first Mondays of January and May 2017

would be public holidays, and'suggesting the Qouncil meet on the second Monday in those months.

Tl'1e proposed dates of meetings were approved'

25. Any other business

None,
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26. Feedbackfrom members of the public

None.

Time concluded: {0.10Pm

MINUTES SUBJECT TO APPROVALAT NEXT COUNCIL MEETING

Date of the next Parish Council meeting: Monday 5t' December 2016 at 7'30pm

in South HinkseY Village Hall
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